
Dear Friend,    

We are pleased to reach out today with this re-introduction to Build Institute. We have been 
growing steadily since our inception in 2012 under the Downtown Detroit Partnership, and this 
year have reorganized under our own independent 501c3 with an annual budget of $1,000,000. 
We have a new plan underway for work in Detroit and beyond, a best-in-class entrepreneurial 
‘hub’ at The Corner at Michigan and Trumbull, and have a ton of exciting and high-impact events 
this year.    

Why Build Institute 
Economic inequality, lack of access to professional opportunities and barriers to small business 
ownership continue to be a challenge for people of color and women. 

In response, Build Institute serves as an incubator of small businesses and a champion of native 
Detroit talent, where we harness and encourage the entrepreneurial drive that is so unique to 
the region, and provide tools, resources and support for small business development and micro 
entrepreneurship that would not otherwise exist.   

Impact 
Build Institute has served nearly 1,500 entrepreneurs to date and manages an annual growth in 
enrollment of 25 percent.

• 83 percent women and 63 percent people of color 
• 73 percent from low-income households
• Students from 100+ zip codes in Southeast Michigan  
• 1244 jobs Build-Institute generated since 2012 – jobs that would not have existed otherwise
• $41.7M generated each year through new income for Build entrepreneurs 
• 14,000+ people impacted each month through Build alumni businesses, products and 

services
• For every dollar Build invests in an entrepreneur, $23.65 in wages is added to the Metro 

Detroit economy
• For every dollar invested in a Build class, Build entrepreneurs report $39.33 in profit 

We hope you will consider learning more about our goals for expansion and impact, our drive 
for equitable entrepreneurship, and our focus in neighborhoods and ideas beyond Downtown 
and Midtown. We also invite you to attend a Build event or reach out for an informational call or 
coffee meeting – we’d love to talk more.    

In the meantime, we appreciate your time and efforts to learn more about us. We’ll look forward 
to following up soon.  
 

April Boyle 

April Boyle
Executive Director, Build Institute
april@buildinstitute.org/cell: 313-345-2004 

Build aims to shift the current paradigm that says small business success must be big and immediate; that taking 
risks outside of tech (on retail, services, the arts) is bad; and that investing in women or people of color comes 
with a lower ROI. We aim to lower the barriers between Detroiters (and Metro Detroiters) and small business 

ownership, and to serve as an example to other communities in and outside of Michigan. 
To learn more please visit www.buildinstitute.org. 



BUILD INSTITUTE EVENT SNAPSHOT – 2018
Build Bazaar @ the Dequindre Cut Freight Yard

Saturdays and Sundays all summer long starting May 19, 2018

Build Bazaar is a rotating pop-up marketplace celebrating emerging entrepreneurs from our 
program. On Saturdays and Sundays from May 19 through mid-September, Build Bazaar will 
take place on the Dequindre Cut Greenway between Wilkins and Division – an extension of 

Eastern Market!

The Dequindre Cut Freight Yard is a new location for Build Bazaar and a new development 
for Detroit. It’s the result of a partnership with the Build Institute, the Detroit RiverFront 

Conservancy, Lawrence Technological University, Groundswell and Ponyride. Funders include 
the Kresge Foundation, the Knight Foundation, Ford Motor Company Fund, and the Community 

Foundation for Southeast Michigan.

Summer 2018 vendors include Not Sorry Apparel, Mend on the Move, Paisley Paper Co., 
The Luckenbooth Tarot Parlour and many others

Detroit SOUP
January 28 * March 4 * May 20 * July 29 * September 23 * November 18

Ferndale SOUP: June 27
Neighborhood SOUPS: Visit www.DetroitSoup.com for dates

Started in 2010, Detroit SOUP is a micro-granting dinner celebrating and supporting creative 
projects in Detroit. For a donation $5-$10 attendees receive soup, salad, bread, and a vote! 

Presenters have four minutes to share their idea and all attendees eat, talk, share resources, 
enjoy art and cast a vote for their favorite project. At the end of the night, the winner goes home 

with all money raised at the door. And while a primary goal of any SOUP is for the community 
to crowdfund great ideas, there are other incredible benefits for all who attend including 
civic engagement and unexpected connections centered around creativity, collaboration, 

democracy, trust and fun.

Recent SOUP participants include Street Medicine Detroit, The Forge Detroit, Detroit Hives, 
Detroit Horse Power, Recycled Treasures and many others

Launch of Build Institute at The Corner at Michigan Ave and Trumbull – Old Tigers Stadium

Build is creating a much-needed inclusive innovation hub for micro entrepreneurs in Detroit, located 
at Michigan and Trumbull at The Corner. Build Institute staff will use a small part of the space daily for 

general operations, and the rest will be open to local small business owners and Build students and 
alumni for collaborative working space, office space, various meetings, events, classes and conven-

ings, as well as unexpected collaborations, Build classes and retail space.

Build Institute will move in and launch this new space with entrepreneurs and students in January 2019 

Build Institute hosts many other classes, workshops, events, mentoring opportunities, roundtables 
and even speed coaching with Sam Adams Brewing. Please visit buildinstitute.org to learn more.



DETROIT IS THE NEW BLACK.
Detroit is the New Black (DITNB) is a lifestyle 
brand and downtown storefront. It started with 
a t-shirt, but has come a a brand, experience 
and feeling. DITNB has become a destination in 
Downtown Detroit’s reemerging retail district 
along Woodward Avenue. Roslyn Karamoko, 
the founder and CEO, used her background in 
corporate retail buying to develop a business 
inspired by Detroit’s fashion history. Her 
emphasis is on really clean, sophisticated and 
cosmopolitan designs that are also accessible. 
A core principle is inclusivity and uplifting 
Detroit’s entrepreneurial community. The store 
has become  a space for small brands and artists 
to have a retail platform.

SISTER PIE

Sister Pie has grown from a cottage food 
business to a national sensation, all while holding 
firm to the mission of celebrating the seasons 
through pie in a welcoming environment for both 
employees and customers.  Through her positive 
connections at previous jobs Lisa discovered 
that supporting other women and creating a 
sisterhood-style work environment for them 
was a no-brainer necessity. Lisa’s experience in 
her Build class allowed her to feel supported and 
no longer isolated as a small business owner.



MAMA COO’S BOUTIQUE
Mama Coo’s is a charming upscale resale and 
vintage boutique, which also carries unique 
handmade artisan pieces that fit every budget. 
Lana, a native to Southwest Detroit, wanted to 
keep her roots local and settled upon a fantastic 
building in the heart of Corktown. Through Motor 
City Match she was able to bypass common 
financial constraints to purchase wholesale 
items from local artists and makers, thus helping 
to stabilize the local economy. Continuing to give 
back to the community through her business, 
she often participates in events and fashion 
shows that assist local women and teens.

FRESH CUT FLOWER FARM
Fresh Cut is a Detroit specialty cut-flower 
business servicing local floral designers, 
restaurants, institutions, and floral-loving 
individuals. It all started with the idea of providing 
fresh-cut flowers to restaurants, events and 
weddings. Sarah Pappas came to Build in the 
fall of 2013 with that seedling of an idea and 
launched six months later from her home-based 
farm. Direct from her yard, she designs and 
delivers home-grown bouquets across Detroit. 
And like a flower, business is blossoming and 
growing with a mix of online activity, supplier 
orders, special events and walk-up customers.



DETROIT VEGAN SOUL
Kirsten Ussery and partner, Erika Boyd, started 
Detroit Vegan Soul to help people live healthier 
lives  by providing great-tasting, high quality & 
nutritious vegan food that appeals to all taste 
buds, while at the same time doing their part 
to support a sustainable earth.  It began as a 
catering and meal delivery service and now has 
two locations in Detroit. Build Institute helped 
Kirsten by providing peer support and hands-
on exercises necessary for her to determine 
whether their vegan business idea was viable, 
and then put together a business plan.  This 
crew is expanding soon to a second location in 
Detroit’s Grandmont Rosedale community.

HUNT & NOYER
Hunt & Noyer is a custom furniture and 
woodworking business located in Detroit’s New 
Center. They produce original furniture and 
housewares crafted from American hardwoods 
and made with reclaimed, repurposed, and 
upcycled materials. The work focuses on 
original furniture designs, custom commissions 
for commercial spaces, and a line of home and 
men’s accessories.  Before taking Build Basics 
in the spring of 2014,  Kyle, a fourth-generation 
woodworker, was already operating his business, 
but the class got the business organized and 
helped him find the right price points for his 
objects. In the future he would like to move to 
a larger space and purchase machinery that will 
allow the business to grow in scale.
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CAPITAL ROGRAMS MANAGER
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FOUNDER + EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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April Anderson  
PASTRY CHEF AND CO-OWNER

Good Cakes and Bakes

Carla Walker  
PRESIDENT AND CEO

Walker-Miller Energy Services, LLC

Delphia Simmons 
CHIEF STRATEGY AND LEARNING OFFICER Coalition on Temporary Shelter 
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Hassan Bazzi 
DIRECTOR OF REGIONAL OPPORTUNITIES
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Jeff Aronoff 
ATTORNEY

Miller Canfield

Kimberly Watts 
DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT
Henry Ford Learning Institute

Philip Rivera 
DIRECTOR OF VOLUNTEER SERVICES

Detroit Institute of Arts
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CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER
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Amy Eberling 
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